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more subtle and more effective. Rhetoric had become the
chief or even the only way of preparation for political life, and
there were soon no politicians left other than the orators. It
was only human that the political leaders, who had no longer
any formal and legal responsibility, often lost all real and per-
sonal responsibility as well The great and hard task of ruling
a highly emotional and fickle people had become even greater
and harder since it proved so easy to sway public opinion by
clever oratory. The temptation was strong to take that leader-
ship to be not so much the uphill work of public service as
an easy means for personal ends. Individualism became pre-
dominant, above all on the highest level This is one of the
main reasons for the inner decline of Athenian democracy.
There is a further interesting point to be noted.  The pros-
tates gave to comedy its only chance of describing a 'great
man'.   Neither the Sokrates of the Clouds nor the witty Euri-
pides of the Thesmophonazousai deserve this name., nor even
Aischylos in the Frogs.    And the so-called heroes of many
comedies, such as Dikaiopolis, Strepsiades, Trygaios, Chremy-
los, are not heroes at all, they are unheroic common citizens
and insignificant people.   That remains true in spite of their
part in the plays as, for example, when the chorus maintains
that Good Fate has made Trygaios their absolute master.1
Aristophanes was no hero-worshipper, even if he depicted
great men (or women) as he did in three characters of the
extant plays: Peithetairos, the ingenious founder of the birds'
city, Lysistrate who secures general peace, and Praxagora,
the foundress of the communist State.   It may be that Lysi-
strate and Praxagora are to some extent parodies of Euripides*
tragic heroines, but they are more than that. Whether man or
woman, all three of them are leaders of the State.  The great
individual, and still more the sophistic idea of the 'right of the
stronger', are outside the world of comedy.  Only as prostates^
that is to say, in an almost legal and official rdle, and by virtue
of his association with State and people, could the individual
human being lift himself above the general level.   The great
prostates was at the same time to satisfy the widespread popular
longing for a true leader, which is echoed in particular in the
Btrds and Lyststrate
On the other hand, in both these plays as well as in the
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